VZCZCXR08418 

00  RUEHAG  RUEHAO  RUEHAP  RUEHAST  RUEHAT  RUEHBC  RUEHBI  RUEHBL  RUEHBZ 
RUEHCD  RUEHCHI  RUEHCI  RUEHCN  RUEHDA  RUEHDBU  RUEHDE  RUEHDF  RUEHDH 
RUEHDT  RUEHDU  RUEHED  RUEHEL  RUEHFK  RUEHFL  RUEHGA  RUEHGD  RUEHGH  RUEHGI 
RUEHGR  RUEHHA  RUEHHM  RUEHHO  RUEHHT  RUEHIHL  RUEHIK  RUEHJO  RUEHJS  RUEHKN 
RUEHKR  RUEHKSO  RUEHKUK  RUEHKW  RUEHLA  RUEHLH  RUEHLN  RUEHLZ  RUEHMA 
RUEHMC  RUEHMJ  RUEHMR  RUEHMRE  RUEHMT  RUEHNAG  RUEHNEH  RUEHNG  RUEHNH 
RUEHNL  RUEHNP  RUEHNZ  RUEHPA  RUEHPB  RUEHPD  RUEHPOD  RUEHPT  RUEHPW  RUEHQU 
RUEHRD  RUEHRG  RUEHRN  RUEHROV  RUEHRS  RUEHSK  RUEHSL  RUEHTM  RUEHTRO 
RUEHVC  RUEHVK  RUEHYG 
DE  RUEHC  #6911  2602209 
ZNR  UUUUU  ZZH 
O 172151Z  SEP  09 
FM  SECSTATE  WASHDC 

TO  ALL  DIPLOMATIC  AND  CONSULAR  POSTS  COLLECTIVE  IMMEDIATE 
RUEHFSI/DIR  FSINFATC  IMMEDIATE 

RHEHNSC/WHITE  HOUSE  NATIONAL  SECURITY  COUNCIL  WASHINGTON  DC  IMMEDIATE 
RUEATRS/DEPT  OF  TREASURY  WASHINGTON  DC  IMMEDIATE 
RUEHPH/CDC  ATLANTA  IMMEDIATE  7871 

RUCPDOC/USDOC  DISTDIR  COLLECTIVE  WASHINGTON  DC  IMMEDIATE 

RHMCSUU/ CDRAMC  FT  BELVOIR  VA/ /AMCMI-SS/ / IMMEDIATE 

RUEAHQA/HQ  USAF  WASHINGTON  DC//XOXXI//  IMMEDIATE 

RHMCSUU/HQ  AFOSI  DOQ  ANDREWS  AFB  MD//IVOA//  IMMEDIATE 

RHMCSUU/FAA  NATIONAL  HQ  WASHINGTON  DC//ACI-4 00//  IMMEDIATE 

RHMCSUU/ COMNAVAIRSYSCOM  PATUXENT  RIVER  MD//AIR103 IB//  IMMEDIATE 

RHMFIUU/NRC  WASHINGTON  DC/ /INFOSEC/ / IMMEDIATE 

RHMFISS/CDR  USCENTCOM  MACDILL  AFB  FL/ /CC J2- JIT/ / IMMEDIATE 

RUCPCIM/CIM  NTDB  WASHINGTON  DC  IMMEDIATE 

RHMCSUU/ COGARD  INTELCOORDCEN  WASHINGTON  DC  IMMEDIATE 

RHMFIUU/CDR  USPACOM  HONOLULU  HI  IMMEDIATE 

RHMFISS/CDR  USSOUTHCOM  MIAMI  FL  IMMEDIATE 

RUEHTRO/AMEMBASSY  TRIPOLI  IMMEDIATE  9760 

INFO  RUESBKC/ATO  ASIA  IMMEDIATE  1943 

UNCLAS  STATE  096911 

SIPDIS 

E.O.  12958:  N/A 

TAGS:  CASC  PTER  ASEC  RP 

SUBJECT:  TRAVEL  WARNING:  PHILIPPINES 

IQ.  The  State  Department  warns  U.S.  citizens  of  the  risks 
of  travel  to  the  southern  Philippine  islands  of  Mindanao 
and  the  Sulu  Archipelago  and  urges  extreme  caution  if 
traveling  there.  This  replaces  the  Travel  Warning  dated 
January  29,  2009,  to  reflect  continuing  threats  due  to 
terrorist  and  insurgent  activities. 

J_2 . Travelers  should  exercise  extreme  caution  if 
traveling  in  the  central  and  western  portions  of  the 
island  of  Mindanao,  as  well  as  in  the  islands  of  the  Sulu 
Archipelago.  Regional  terrorist  groups  have  carried  out 
bombings  resulting  in  injuries  and  death.  Since  August 
2008,  there  have  been  sporadic  clashes  between  lawless 
groups  and  the  Philippine  Armed  Forces  in  the  Mindanao 
provinces  of  North  Cotabato,  Lanao  del  Sur  and  Lanao  del 
Norte,  as  well  as  the  Sulu  Archipelago.  Kidnap-for- 
ransom  gangs  are  active  and  have  targeted  foreigners. 

U.S.  Government  employees  must  seek  special  permission 
for  travel  to  Mindanao  or  the  Sulu  Archipelago. 

Travelers  to  these  areas  should  remain  vigilant  and  avoid 
congregating  in  public  areas.  Some  foreigners  who  reside 
in  or  visit  Mindanao  and  the  Sulu  Archipelago  hire  their 
own  security. 

1[3 . The  Department  of  State  remains  concerned  about  the 
continuing  threat  of  terrorist  actions  and  violence 
against  U.S.  citizens  and  interests  throughout  the 
world.  The  Worldwide  Caution  reminds  U.S.  citizens  that 
terrorism  can  occur  anywhere. 

f.4 . The  Department  strongly  encourages  U.S.  citizens  in 
the  Philippines  to  register  with  the  Consular  Section  of 
the  U.S.  Embassy  in  Manila  through  the  State  Department's 
travel  registration  website.  The  U.S.  Embassy  is  located 
at:  1201  Roxas  Boulevard,  Manila,  Philippines,  tel.  63-2- 
301-2000.  The  American  Citizens  Services  (ACS)  section's 


fax  number  is  63-2-301-2017  and  the  ACS  web  page  can  be 
accessed  online. 

1.5.  For  information  on  general  crime  and  security  issues, 
U.S.  citizens  should  also  consult  the  Department  of 
State's  Country  Specific  Information  for  the  Philippines 
and  the  Worldwide  Caution,  located  at  the  Department  of 
State's  Bureau  of  Consular  Affairs  website.  U.S. 
citizens  may  also  obtain  up-to-date  information  on 
security  conditions  by  calling  1-888-407-4747  from  the 
United  States  and  Canada,  or  202-501-4444  from  overseas. 

1.6 . Minimize  considered. 

CLINTON 


